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The «american concern of William Hunt & Company Was 
soe SEY, oe 


ean Sat Sei SOME apa 8S a 


founded more than two years ago by William 2. Hunts 5 


Cc 
a resident of Shanghai and his brothers Harry J. Hunt, — 
-Lbert H. Hunt and #. Hunt, who are at present in the 
United States. 

The immediate object of the organization of the 
company was the exploitation of the interests of the 
China jtlerchants Steam Navigation Company, controlled by 
the Chinese Nationalist Government, to prevent the 
Japanese seizing the concern's preperties. 

It was on November 9, 1937 (just two days before 
the occupation of Nantao by the Japanese) that William 
Hunt «< Co. officially took under its contrbl the 
properties of the China Skea Merchants Steam Navigation 
Company located on the Xin Lee Yuan wharfl, the name of 


which was then changed to that of Rooseveit Terminal . 


[-* Little by Little, William Hunt & Co. extended its 
pw Ale control to other Chinese concerns desirous of avoiding 
Cc 
$+ contact with the Japanese. 


To-day, this company officially controls, in addition 


Hunt Engineering Corporation, 55 Foochow Road. 

Hunt Steamship Corporation (ex-China Foreign S.iS. Corpor- 
ation), 53 Foochow Road. 

i} China Foreign Assurance Corporation. 


China Foreign Trade Corporation, 47 Ningpo Road. 
Nanyang Bros. Tobacco Co. Inc. 1838-5 Avenue Edward XII. 
2 Watson's Mineral Water Co. Inc., 613 Avenue Haig. 
China Corporation. : 

It has to be noted that in almost all cases, William 
Hunt & Co. only act as agents and that the enterprises cited 
above still continue to be directed by their true Chinese 


owners. 


2 


It is inside this “double control" that it is at first 
necessary to seck the possibility of relations between 
William Hunt & Co. and German firms. Indeed, certain 
Chinese enterprises were and still are in close contact 
with German houses. For example, the China Foreign Tr: 
Corporation, agents for the »lgemeine Electrizitaets 
Geselischaft (saBG), Berlin. The present manager of the 
China Foreign Trade Corporation is one Ss HALAS who appears 
te be of either Uzech or Slovakian ovine. " Gemeong from 
surope, he is said to have arrived in Shanghai five or six 
months ago to occupy the post of technical "manager" of 
the local vranch of the AEG at 267 Kiangse Road. 

On the other hand we note that Mr. Hunt is in close 
contact with certain high officials of the Chungking 
Government. it is more than likely that he is able to 
utilize the neutral status of his house to "favour" the 
despatch into “Free China”, via Indo-China, of German 
merchandise ordered by Chinese firms controlled by him or 
nis Chinese friends. 

Up to the present it has been impossible for us to 
establish a single concrete case of such an operation since 
the transactions are most delicate in nature. It appears, 
however, that the branch et Hongkong of William Hunt & Co, 
plays a very important role in transactions of this kind. 
Nevertheless, we are comtinuing our investigations and 
should further information be secured in this connection, 

a subsequent report will be made immediately. 

The following is information relating to Mr. William 
Hunt, director of the companyt- 

Born on May 11, 1900 at Niagara Falls, N.Y., U.S.A, 
the son of Harry J. Hunt and the late Alice Rogers. 
Married to Mrs. Nera Frisk at Shanghai on December 21, 
1927. Has one daughter. Resides at 169 iioute Winling. 

Educated at HKmerson Institute, George Washington 
University and Nationak Law School of Washington. Employed 
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from 1918 till 1925 in the american Senate and was associated 
with the law firm of Wendell, Jones and Jones of Washington 
from 1923 to 1925. 

He was appointed american Vice-Consul in Tientsin in 
1925 and arrived in China on May 2, 1925. 

He had to resign in 1927 following a certain "scandal" 
in which he was compromised. The details are:- 

In 1924 a very important Chinese firm, the Union Trading 
Company, failed tothe extent of several hundred thousand 
dollars. The enterprises of this house were many; import of 
tools, American grain, export of nuts, earth-nuts, cotton, etc; 
the concern also had interests in the salt-mines in the 
North. The administrator of this company, Henan CHI, an 
american returned student, had numerous political acquaintances 
in North China; personally he was interested in the trafficking 
of narcotics. Sut more than anything else it was in 
unfortunate exchange dealings that he gquandered the funds 
of the Union Trading Company; numerous embezzlements served 
to conceal for a lengthy ,»sriod the financial losses undergone 
wy Henan CHI. 

He Nee Satwoneiiy indebted to the Chung Yuen Bank, rue 
Takou, British Concession in Tlientsin, to the extent of 
$125,000; as General CHU YU PU, governor of Shantung, had 
interests in this Bank, he had Henan CHI arrested and 
detained for more than eighteen months. Under promise of 
liberation, CHI undertook to transfer to the director of 
the Chung Yuen Bank certain shares and recoverabie credits 
for the amount of this debt. But, when the Chung Ygen 
Bank wished to negotiate these securities, it was perceived 
that certain transfer formalities which needed the signature 
of Henan CHI, had not been carried out. Henan CHI then 
countersigned the balance against his liberty and thus 
obtained his release. Since his release from prison, he 


has disavowed all contracts taken in regard to the Chung 


Yuen Bank, which of course injured the other creditors. 


On the request of these creditors the French Police in 
Tientsia succeeded in placing their hands on the amounts 
which Should have been transferred to the Chung Yuen 
Bank. 

The liquidation of the Union Trading Company was 
the legally undertaken and a liquidator, Mr. R. T. 
MacDONNEL, was appointed. 

The name of William tiunt was associated with that 
of Henan CHI at the time of the liquidation and the 
resignation of the first named as samerican Vice-Consul 
was closely linked with the transactions that had passed 
between Hunt and Chi. The Union Trading Company had 
in a godown merchandise on which Henan CHI succeeded in 
securing an “attachment” from the American Consular 
Court thanks to the "good offices" of Hunt; as a result of 
this cperation several creditors were frustrated from 
securing large assets. The operation failed to have the 
success intended, but William dunt was sufficiently 
compromised to have to resign. 

In concluding, it has to be noted that - and it is 
a remarkably stzange coincidence - Mre R. Te. MacDonnmeli, 
liquidator of Henan CHI's affairs, is now General Manager 
of William Hunt & Company. 


Sienshat, le 20 décembre: THSu, 


La "William unt & Co." maison américaine, a 6té 
fondée il y a plus ce deux ans par ~~. William P, HUNT, ha- 
bitant Shanghai ct ses fréres, “MeMe Harry J. HUNT, Albert 
NM. HUNT et (2.2. HUNT, se trouvant aux Etats-Unise 

Le but inmriidiat de l'organisation de la compagnie au-~ 
rait $643 l'exploitation des intér&8ts de la "China ier~ 
chant'’s Steam Nevization Co", contr8lée par le Gouvernement 
nationaliste chinois, afin a'éviter la saisie par les Ja- 
ponais Jes propri.t3ss eprartenant & cette derniére compa- 
onice 

C'est le 9 novembre I937 (done deux jours avant 1*occu= 
pation de Nantao var les Japonais) que la "Williauw Hunt™ a 
pris officiellement sous son contréle les propriétés de la 
"China “Merchant's Steam Navigation Co", sise sur les quais 
Ge Kin Les Yuen, cont le nom fut changé ensuite en celui 
de "Roosevelt Terminal" (I). 

Petit & petit, la "Willian Hunt" étendit son contréle 
aux autres entresriscs chinoises, désireuses a'éviter le 
eontact avec les javonais., 


————— 


(I) Cf. la lettre de M.J.K. CHOY, directeur de la "China 
Merchant's Steam Navigation Co" au directeur des servi- 
ces de Police en date du IS novembre: [937.6 
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Aujourd'hui, cette compagnie contr6le officicllement, en 


des inter®fic 0 In “Ching “eretant's Svoui Uevigation Co," 
ubre-rises « sontes ¢ 
1/ Sunt onotmmc:ing Corporation, 53 Foocnow roud 

& P F) 


2/ Hunt Steamship Corvoration (ex=Chine Yorcign s/s Corpora- 
tion) 53 Foocl:ow road 

3/ China Poreisn Assurance Corporation 

4/ China Porcign Trade Cornoration, 47 Uli.gpo road 

5/ anyon: Jros Tobseco Co, Inc. I83-5 Avenue Rawerd VII. 

6/ Watson's “ineral Water Co, Inc. 613 Avenue Naige 

7/ China Gorporatione 

Notons que «ans tresque tous les cas, la "William Hunt" ne 

que de pr&8te-nom et que les entreprises incntionnées plus 


continueraiont & 8tre dirigées par leurs vrais propriétaires 


chinois, 


Clest dans cc "contréle double" qu'il faat chercher a@tabord 


la possibilit Je relations entre la William Hunt™ et les firmes 


sllemandes. @n effet, certaines de ces entreprises chinoises étai- 


ent et sont encore en rapports avec les maisons allemandes. Citons 


par exemple, la "China Foreign Trade Corporation", Agent de 1*'Al-~ 


ilgemeine Elektizitaets Gesellschaft (AEG) Berline Le gérant actuel 


de la "China Foreign Trade Corporation" est un nommé S. HALAS qui 


serait d'origine Tchéque ou Slovaquee Venant a’Europe, i1 serait 
arrivS & Shanghai il y a 5 ou 6 gois pour occuper le poste de 


"manager" technique de la succursale locale de 1'"AEG™ 267 Kiangse 


road, 


wy 


Notons d'autre rart que ei. HUN! est en relations é6troites 
avec certains haunts fonctionnaires du gouvernement de Chungkinge 
Il est trés vraisemblable qu'il puisse urviliser le statut neutre 
de sa maison pour "favoriser" l'expdédition en “Uhine Libre", via 
1'Indochine, de marchandises ellemandes, cormeandées car les fir- 
mes chinoises co.:cr8lees par lui ou par ses eis chinoise 

Il nous a 3t5 impossible jusqu'da présent d'Stablir un cas 
concret dfune tlie onération car il s'azit de transactions trés 
d3licates. Tl narcit, d’avtre part, que la succursale de Hong- 
kons de la "William Lunt" joue un réle important dans les transac: 
tions de ce genree Néanmoins, nous continuons 1'enqu8te, et si 
novs pvouvons cbtcnir d'autres informations sur cette affaire el- 
les seront co-rninia2es immédiatemente 

Ci-avrés les renseignements sur M.W. HUNT, directeur de 
la compagnie 3 

Né le IT mai I900 & Niagare Falls, WN.Ye U.S.A. de Harry 
J. HUNT et de feue Alice ROGERS. Marié & Mme Vera FRISK & 
Shanghai le 2I décembre 1927, il a une fille. Il habite au Noe 
I69 Route Winlinge 

Ancien Sltve cc 3 imerson Institue, George Washington Uni- 
versity & liational Law School de “ashin:ston. Il fut employé au 
Sénat Américain <¢ I9I8S & 1925 et fut associé dans la firme 
d'tavocats NUNDGLL, JONES & JONES de Was.iin-:ton de 19823 4 1925, 

Il fut nomaé Vice-Consul des U.S.A. A Tientsin en I925 
et arriva en Chine le 2 mal I925, 

Il dut démissionner en I927 4 la suite d'une affatre scanda 


leuse dans laquelle il fut compromis et dont voici les d$tailss 


En 1924 une raison chinoise trés importante, 1'Union 
Yruding Co, fit unc faillite ie plusieurs centaincs de 
milliers de doliczse Les entreprises de cette ‘i:aison 
é6taient trés varicess; importation da'outillese, des farines 
anéricaines, exportazion de noix, d’arachides, de coton 
etceec3 la maison avait aussi des intér&ts dans les sali- 
nes du Nord. L'adwinistrateur-ddlégué de cette compagnie, 
Henan CliIl, ancien Studiant retourné @'Amérique, avait de 
nombrevses accointances dans les milieux politiques ehi- 
nois du Nord ec 12 Chine; personnellement il devait 8tre 
intéress$ dans le trafic des stupéfiants. Mais c'est sur-= 
tout dans des 95 :1ations malheureuses de change qu'il 
Gileapida les fonts c# 1"Union Tradiny Co3 un certain nom 
bre de ialversa Loins avaitent servi 4& cacher pendant assez 
longtemps les vertes finenciéres fattes par Henan CHI. 

Celui-ci Stait personnellemer. redevable 4 la Chung 
Yuen Bank, située rue de Takou en Concession Britannique 
Tientsin, d'une somme de $ I25.0003 comme le général CHU 
YU PU, gouverneur du Shantung, avait des intér8ts dans 
la Chung Yuen Sank, il fit arr8ter Henan CHI qui fut dé- 
tenu pendant plus de I8 mois. Sur une promesse de libéra- 
tion, CHI accepta de transférer au nom du directeur de 
la Chung Yuen Sank un certain nombre d'actions ou créances 
recouvrables pour le montant de la dette, Mais, lorsque 
la Chung Yuen Bank voulut négocier ces titres, on s’aper= 
gut que certaines formalités de transfert nécessitant la 
signature de lienan Ci'I n'avaient pas 6té effectuées, 
Henan CHI Mit alors sa signature en balance contre sa 


liberté et obtint son Slargissement. Dés sa sortie de 


prison, 11 renia tous les engagements pris 4 l1’égarda 


- 5F@ 


de la Chun; Yuen Sank, lesquels lésaient les avtres créanciers, 
et sur Lfinterventicn de ces derniers la Police Jrengaise de 
Tientsin riossit °~ re ettre la cain sur les valeurs qui cevaient 


8tre transfirices . la Chung Yuen Bank, 
La liquidation de l'Union Trading Co fut al rs entreprise 
légalement et un liquidateur fut nomné, c'’é6sait 21. eTe MacDONNEL. 
Le nom de silliam NuNT a S6té associé A&A celui de Henan CHI 
& L'oeeasion de cette liquidation et la dSmission du premier 


de ses fonctions ce ¥V 


he 


ce-Consul de 1'U.S.A. aurait quelque rap- 
port avec des tractations intervenues entre William HUT et He- 
nan CHI, L'Unicn Trading Co avait en godown des marchandises 

sur lesovelles Henan Crl réussit 4 obtenir un "Attachement" de 
la Cour Consulaire Américaine grf&ce 4 une certaine complaisance 
de William HUNT; par cette opération les créancters auraient 

6té& frustrés d'un actif assez consicérable. Im définitive cette 
opération n'sursit vas réussi, mais William HUNT s'y serait suf-. 


fisamrent compro:i 
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rr @tre mis dans l'oblization de démis- 
sionner.e 

Notons, pour terminer que - coincidence assez bizarre - 
Mre KeT. Wac DOUELZ liquidateur de la faillite Henan CHI, est 


actuellement "General Manager" de la Compagnie "William Hunt™./~. | 


Subject 


Made by..... aE 


BE ae 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. a. TEE, 
Bake Species, Poet, Bley. * 
EP oer Date DEcember 13,° 79 39. 


Affairs of William Hunt & Coe 


Further to the report sub.:itted on Cetober 
29, 1939 regarding tue allezation that the premises 
oi William Hunt & Co. may be used asa depot for 
certain activities in the Settlement or there may 
ve an attempt to taxe cover tne China Merchants 
Steam Navigation Company, extensive enquiries 
under the sunervision of 3.T. Kuh Pao Hwa sho- 
that there is no evidence to confirm these alie- 
Bations.e Details of the various firms créerating 


in 17 Foochow Road are attached to this report. 


Many of the firms certainly have Japanese connections 


but these are necessary if trade is to be conducted 
in Japanese occupied areas.s Observation duty nas 


failed to reveal visits of the Jppanese Military or 


the attendance of ears dearing €.D.7, licence plates, 


Tt is quite poscible that Willian Hynt & Coe are 
anxious to be rie of tensznts undesirable from other 


than a political point of viewe 


j i) How 


- S. 


D.C. (Special Byanch) 


Weratanescnee 


SU3-TENANTS OF 17 FOCCHOW CAL 


Tsung Hui Pao Promoter : General Matsui 
Tone 2 : . . 
a # ,) Nominal owner : A.K. Kienn, 
i KR pees esr, Cnief of the Adver- 
tising Department of the 


Henn ingsen Produce Co. 


Chinese Manager : Dr. Peter Hsu 
( ), aged 28, a native of 
Kinhwa, ey . be Je at 


29 Zang Cen Li CEeE ), Woosung 
Road. Form €aditor of 
Nanking Deily in Tenetud and Dean 


of the Science Faculty of the 
Honan University, Honan. 


Dre Peter Heu was sent to Shanghai 
to conduct at | on by order 
of Chen Chun PE Minister 
of Interior R RY eformed 
Government, Nankinge The 
cavital is $20,990 aid the rent 
for the premises is °950.99 per 
monthe This paper is the 

organ of the "Reformed Government" 
which will be utilized to attack 
tne Wang Ching Wei clique should 
it start to oppose the "Reformed 
Government”. The organ of the 
Wang Ching Wei clique ise the 
Central China Daily Newse 


The Overseas 


Thie company is attached to the 


China Trading ‘oe office of the Teung Hui Pao News~ 
or Dah Nyi Co. papere It: is operated by Dre 
( * 2 ) Peter Hgu mentioned gbove. 


There is no suspicion that the 
otner tenants (business concerns) 
in 17 Foochow Road are engaged in 
pelitical activity. 


Nothing of a suspicious nature 
cane to notice during tne observa 
tion kept at the addreeae 


Jen Hwo Cotton Co. Shanghai Offices 


Dah Shing Wheat 
%& Rice Dealers 


Shanghai Officee 


Cotton Merchants A Sino-Japanese concern dealing in 


Atecociation cotton businesses. 

Yu Kee Shipping 8 Formerly situated at 2 Ziang Shing 

Hong Li, Rue de la Miesion and: removed 
to thie address at the end of 
Cctober-e Mariager and proprietor 


ben o 
- 


of the hong ts Koh Ngoeh Hai (Zp ds 


on meena titel etl SE TAA sib in He 


(2) 


Kung Li Trans- 2 Engaged in transporting 
portation Co. cereals anu cotton on 
behalf of clients. 

Lien Chang “heat & HKices Dealing in rice, wheat, bean 

Dealers and other cereals. 
Han Peng Silk : Doing wholesale business ir 
Merchants silk in interior. 

Paper Association : Formerly sitaated at 10 
Siking Road and dealing in 
rapere 

Foo Kee Wheat ane 3 Dealing in beansy rice and 

Rice Dealers other cerealSes 
An Feng Shipping « z Ener S 2f sale Cning Zung 
hi bate a 
Transportation Co. is > ag): 
Vie sgcmpne ese : Huang Vei Jui 
2 Bonds 


Tt operates under tne Inlan. 
River Nevigation Co. (Japanese 
owned) and owns.,a steam launch 
"Dah Hwa® (KH ) which runs 
ocetween Shanghai and inland 
ports, transportang commodities 
on behalf of clients. 
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Subject.. 
Made by 
During tne afternoon of Getobéer 17. utr. KENT. 
uo 
executive mun ee of ililanm Sunt & Co. Steamehnas 


Corporation with offices at 55 Foccnow Road, came to 
tne office of the Special Brench with en introduction 
Srom fr. SYGDAMGL. u.S. Viee Consul. He stated that 

ne kaa sus icions regarding the tenants of part of the 
office pre:nises in BPoschow Road. formerly tue property 
of the China Wercnants' Steam Navivation Company and 
now tne property of iilliam Hunt s Co. Cne 


suspicion arese from the fact that as vro-VANG CEING 


¢ cme 
7 & BN chuer was sub-leacing part of tne office esnace 
D ENG-cette 3: 

of one cf tne Buildines situated at 17 Yoochow Roud. 


This paper is actually owned oy TUNG SIAO YUR 32 a 

(F a #.. ts tie ascumed name of SUNG KUNG BOO, T¢.2 ae 

the editor of the United Press of China, a Japanece 
ovned publication in the Chinese languase. The 


a 
ominal owner is A.iI. KIEHN, Americar, well known 


in Snanghai for his attempts to pass bod cheques. 
KIEBHIT, a Japanese agent, has recently returned from 
a visit to Japen. 
In a further interview clarifying the 
situation, Mr. KENT stated that there was a suspicion 
that most of tke office block situated at 17 Foochow 
Road had been taken over by pro-Japanese elements. i 
Military cars have been ceen outside No.17 and 


Japanese seen entering the building. On txo occasions : 


safes have been opened in the executive office of { 


William Hunt but nothing renuved. The disarrangement 


a gabarsamen 


es 
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papers inside was noticed by the Arerican 


b 
‘ 
a 


female secretary whe hud acces: ‘ts the envte. 


wetchnen, one of whom is stated to be a2 Jt pUnc ee 
agent were dismissed and Police watenmen engaced,. 
The Chinese etaffr are for the most part unreliable. 
“hile there may be a scheme to attemst to take over 


the China Merchants’ Steen Navigatien Company. 


tuere is also a possivoility that 17 Foocnow Rone 


may have been taken over as a depot for certain 
activities in the Settlewent. Discreet enquiries 


are teing made regarding the occupants of tne 


building. 


D.C. (Special Branch). 
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NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


New Council Member 
'Co-Opted to Seat 


Mr. R. T. McBornell Sae- : 
ceeds Mr. J. W. Carney 

Mr. R. T. McDonnell has been 
co-opted for the remainder of the 
Municipal year to the vacant seat 
om the Shanghai Municipal Council 
created by the resignation of Mr. 
J. W. Carney, in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XX of thé 
Land Regulstions. 

Mr. McDomel} will also take M¢¥. 
Catney’s place on the folowirig: 
Council. Gommittees: Works _Com-; 
mittee, Staff Committee, Publict 
Utilities Committee and Health Conmi 

Mr. -McDonnelt- was for. two. years, 
- Of -Cotitred - of tha. ‘7 


wenn A eens Wacteaearacnkes 


